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The Sherpas’ Characteristics of Spatial Cognition
as Reflected from Their Language

YIN Weibin

[Abstract] This paper presents a discussion of the Sherpas’ characteristics of spatial cognition as
reflected from their language, a Tibetan dialect. Different languages have their own distinctive ways
of expressing spatial conceptions, which reflects the differences of speakers of different languages
in their cognitive manners of the world. Spatial cognition in the Sherpa language shows the change
of spatial relationship between and among things not only by means of lexico-semantic forms, but
also through postposited case particles and spatial motion verbs.

[Keywords] language Sherpa spatial cognition
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