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The Analytical Characteristics and Their Systematicity of the Lahu Language
LI Chunfeng

[Abstract] From the perspectives of morphology, structure and function, this paper discusses the
analytical characteristics of the Lahu language, which can be summed up as in the following:
meager in morphological changes; strong in monosyllabicity; developed in functions of function
word system; fixed in basic word order, with variations in word order realized mostly by means of
function words; and categorization and generalization serving as two important means for
expanding semantic functions. These traits constitute a topological spatial structure network, which
constrains each of its nodes, with their corresponding grammatical forms or functions evolving
along their own paths respectively. Monosyllabicity is the primary analytical attribute, constraining
all the other analytical features, and multifunctionality of function words figures as an important
factor for the analytical attributes of Lahu.

[Keywords] the Lahu language analyticity monosyllable function word systematicity
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