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The Conceptual Space of Adnominal Possessive Constructions:
A Typological Study of the Languages in China and Beyond

YE Jingting

[Abstract] This paper presents the semantic maps and the conceptual space of adnominal
possessive constructions based on a typological study of 91 languages spoken in China and in
Mainland Southeast Asia. The semantic maps are built using the Multidimensional Scaling (MDS)
Analysis and algorithms put forward in Chen & Chen (2015). The results of this study show that the
conceptual space of adnominal possessive constructions is divided into two subspaces. The
cognitive basis of the first subspace is spatial adjacency, and the most typical possessive meaning in
this subspace is the kinship relation. The cognitive basis of the second subspace is the more general
category of location, and the most typical possessive meaning in this subspace is the ownership
relation. In light of this, I propose that adnominal possession has two core semantic features:
interpersonality and controllability, which compete with each other and shape various correlations
between forms and meanings across languages in the category of possession.

[Keywords] possessive construction semantic map  conceptual space  interpersonality
controllability
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