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A Study of the Tujia Language Material Recorded in Miaofang Beilan

TAN Xingfu

[Abstract] Through a comparison of the multiple versions of Yongshun Xianzhi (that is, the
Yongshun County Chronicle, hereinafter as YSXZ7), it is found that the Tujia material recorded in

Miaofang Beilan (MFBL) was not directly copied from the original block-printed edition of Wang

Bolin’s supplementary version of YSXZ, but instead originated from a certain later block-printed

edition descended from it. Evidently, Wang Bolin was the person in charge of the language material

collection. A checkup into each and every version of YSXZ prior to MFBL is recommended when

modern material from fieldwork is employed to collate the Tujia language material in the historical

records.

[Keywords] Miaofang Beilan Tujia language material collector
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