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Phonetic Variation in Tuvan of Xinjiang:
Insights from Paired Phonological Forms of Words with Free Variants

GUO Fenglan

[Abstract] This paper examines the use of five typical groups of paired phonological forms of
words with free variants in the Tuvan language spoken in Baihaba of Xinjiang. Our research is
focused on characteristics of phonetic variation observed among speakers of different age groups. It
shows that these groups of phonological forms are uneven in their variational development, and no
phonological form has completed the singularization process. Heterogeneity is argued to be the
prerequisite for the innovation and development of linguistic variation. That is, the phonological
forms with phonetic variants are found to have similar pronunciations, which forms the phonetic
foundation of variation. As for social constraints, the age factor conditions the development of
variation; language contact and changes in the modes of production and life also serve as important
conditions for variational innovation and development.

[Keywords] Baihaba of Xinjiang the Tuvan language phonological forms of words with free

variants free variation variation according to age groups
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