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The Reversal of Yin and Yang Rhymes in Hmu

SHI Defu and YANG Xiaoxiao

[Abstract] Based on data from fieldwork, this paper discusses, from the perspectives of historical
comparison and language contact, the reversal of the Yin rhymes ( that is, thymes without consonant
codas ) and the Yang rhymes (that is, rhymes with nasal codas) in Hmu, a dialect of the Miao
language in East Guizhou. It is proposed that this phenomenon of nasal and non-nasal coda reversal
is conditioned by the high front unrounded vowels and the high back rounded vowels in the
respective rhymes.

[Keywords] Hmu rhyme reversal of Yin and Yang rhymes high front unrounded vowel high
back rounded vowel
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