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Transformation of Language Types and Conversion of Word Categories:
The Case of Degeneration of Sentence-final Morphemes in Jingpho

DAI Qingxia

[Abstract] From the perspective of transformation of language types, this paper presents an
analysis on the various linguistic manifestations and the causes of the large-scale degeneration of
the sentence-final morphemes in Jingpho. It points out that the degeneraion of sentence-final
morphmes is triggered by their transforming from agglutinative elements to analytic ones. The
manifestations of degeneration include the following: sentence-final morphemes change from
suffixes to function words with both analytic and agglutinative characteristics; some sentence-final
morphemes no longer distinguish persons and numbers; the sentence-final morphemes undergo a
drastic decrease in quantity; sentence-final morphems with more than three syllables are seldom
used, while those in frequent use are disyllabic and monosyllabic ones. The degeneration tendency
of sentence-final morphemes are represented in that the functions of person and number distinction
are on constant decline, with their main functions shifting to sentence mood differentiation.
[Keywords] the Jingpho language sentence-final morphemes transformation of language types
conversion of word categories
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