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Lexical Gaps in Languages of Ethnic Minority Groups with Small Populations in
Northern China: A Study Based on Ethnic Minority Language Resources Data
Collected in the Language Protection Project

DING Shiging

[Abstract] Based on statistics and analysis of data acquired from the Special Task on Ethnic
Minority Language Investigation in China’s Language Resources Protection Project (hereinafter as
“the Language Protection Project”), this paper proposes that lexical gaps exist to varying degrees in
the languages of ethnic minority groups with relatively small populations in northern China, which
manifest mainly as absolute gaps and attritional gaps, involving gaps in semantic categories or gaps
in meanings or senses. Generally speaking, lexical gaps are characterized by complexity, imbalance
and nonlinearity. Variances in lexical gaps can be attributed to differences in natural environment
and traditional means of livelihood and production, characteristics of linguistic structures, presence
or absence of a writing system, as well as inhabiting patterns and religious beliefs.

[Keywords] ethnic minority groups with small populations in northern China lexical gap
absolute gap
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