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Phonetic Alternation and Sound-meaning Connection: A Cross-Linguistic Study
of Ideophones in Mongolian, Korean, Japanese and Mandarin Chinese

Aruhan and CUI Jian

[Abstract] An iconic relationship exists between the form and meaning of ideophones. Iconicity is
constrained by the phonological system of a language; hence types of phonetic iconicity vary with
languages. This paper shows that phonetic alternations are adopted as both means of ideophone
formation and signals of iconicity in Mongolian, Korean and Japanese, with patterns specific to
each language. We also find that a different strategy is used in Madarin for expressing iconicity.
[Keywords] ideophone phonetic iconicity sound-meaning connection phonological type
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