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The Possessive Constructions in Xiangxi Dialect of Miao
WU Xiuju

[Abstract] According to presence or absence of possessive markers and their types, the possessive
constructions in the Xiangxi dialect of Miao can be mainly divided into the following seven basic
patterns: Pd + Pr, Pr + Pd, Pr + ‘FAMILY’ + Pd, Pr + structural particle + Pd, Pr + CL + Pd, Pr +
[Dem+CL/CL+Dem] + Pd, and Pr + ‘OTHER PEOPLE’ + Pd. From the perspective of word order,
Pd + Pr stands out as the single possessive construction with a postposited possessor (Pr), whereas
the possessor is preposited in all the other six patterns. The overwhelmingly predominant word
order with a preposited possessor in possessive constructions results from the interaction of multiple
factors such as language contact, cognition, information structure, and animacy hierarchy.
[Keywords] Xiangxi dialect of Miao possessive construction marker word order
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