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On Demonstratives in the Miao Language Spoken in Daying
XIE Guanyan

[Abstract] The Miao language spoken in Daying (hereinafter as Daying Miao language) has five
demonstratives, which constitute a three-way nested division based on distance. All the
demonstratives can modify classifiers and classifier phrases to denote definiteness. They can also
modify nouns, serving together as subjects and objects. Some of them can also serve as discourse
markers and link words. All these show that the demonstratives in Daying Miao language not only
can function as demonstrative determiners but also has the functions of demonstrative pronouns,
showing that the demonstratives in Daying Miao language shows the phenomena of
grammaticalizing into pronouns.

[Keywords] Daying Miao language demonstrative discourse marker grammaticalization
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