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A Study on the Existential Verbs in the Namuyi Language

LIU Min

[Abstract] There are eight existential verbs in Namuyi. In this paper, we present a description of
them, and analyze the factors limiting their usages and leading to nuances in their meanings. Using
the Sematic Model, we construct a conceptual space representing their meanings and functions and
the semantic map displaying the distribution of the meanings and functions in the conceptual space.
We also attempt to explore their origins according to their polysemy. By so doing, we intend to
provide a case study for the cross-linguistic study and typological development of existential verbs.
[Keywords] the Namuyi language existential verbs limiting factors conceptual space
semantic map
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