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A Study on Chinese Phonological Features as Reflected from Shes-rab dpal’s
Mantra Transcription in the Yuan Dynasty

XU Chaodong

[Abstract] The main Chinese phonological features, as reflected from the mantras of the dharani
scriptures translated from Sanskrit into Chinese by the lama Shes-rab dpal in the Yuan Dynasty, can
be put as follows. As for initials, the voiced initials are devoiced, no distinction still exists between
Division II and Division III Zhao [ initials, the initial Lai >k is pronounced /l/, the initials Ni &
and Niang Ui are no longer distinguishable, and the initials Yi %, Ying 5, Yi LA, Yun 2= and Wei 1l
merge into @. Regarding the rhymes, the vowel of some Guoshe 4% characters is pronounced /o/;
the vowel of Divisions III and IV Xieshe #4% characters is pronounced /i/, merging into the Zhishe
1%, while Divisions I and Il Xieshe characters are separated from those of Divisions III and IV
and are pronounced /ai/; the vowel of the Liushe {fifi% characters with bilabial initials is pronounced
/u/; and the vowel of the Xiaoshe %45 characters is pronounced /au/. With regard to the finals, the
nasal finals merge, and the stop finals are lost so that the vowels of the Dangshe 7% and Jiangshe
{L4% characters, originally with stop finals, are mostly pronounced /o/. The phonological system
can be claimed as that of the standard form of spoken Chinese in the Yuan Dynasty.

[Keywords] Shes-rab dpal mantras transcription standard form of spoken Chinese in the Yuan
Dynasty
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