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A Study on the Chinese Loanwords with Sino-Korean Pronunciations in the
Manchu Language

WANG Yihua and GE Jiaqi

[Abstract] The pronunciation of the Chinese characters in some Chinese loanwords in the Manchu
language reflects rules of historical sound changes peculiar to the Sino-Korean pronunciations and
shows strict correspondences with Sino-Korean sounds. Through comparing the Sino-Korean
pronunciations and the sounds of Chinese characters in these loanwords, we generalize the rules of
the phonetic correspondences between them, and then confirm that the pronunciations of Chinese
characters in these words constitute a sound system of Chinese characters highly parallel to that of
Sino-Korean characters. Based on the phonetic correspondences and the historical facts that many
Korean soldiers and civilians were enlisted into the Manchu Eight Banners at the turn of the Ming
and Qing dynasties, we speculate that these Chinese loanwords are borrowed into the Manchu
language not directly from Chinese but via the intermediary of the Korean language. As to the
exceptions to the phonetic correspondence rules, only a preliminary speculation is provided while
more awaits further future research.

[Keywords] Sino-Korean pronunciation Sino-Manchu pronunciation language contact
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