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Tonotypes of the Lingao Language: An Evolutionary Perspective
WANG Wenmin and ZHU Xiaonong

[Abstract] Based on first-hand audio data from 29 sites, this paper purposes to establish the tonal
typology of the Lingao language (a.k.s Ongbe, Be, or Limkow) in the framework of Syllabics
Phonology and the General Tonotype Inventory. Lingao has two large dialect groups, Qiongshan on
the east and Lingiao on the west, and a smaller Changcheng group in between. The Lingiao dialect
has six tones, the transitional Changcheng dialect has seven, and the Qiongshan group has up to
twelve tones, that is, six more than those of Lingiao, including three (T1', 7', 8") split from existing
tones and three new (T5, 6, 9) for borrowed words. The phonemic status of T10 is uncertain. Five
logical possibilities are explored for the three split tones, and the breathy voice is singled out as the
main factor. The typological features of Lingao tones are quite similar to those of Cantonese: the
number of level and short tones are more than average in tone languages.

[Keywords] the Lingao language tone  the breathy voice  four-level-tone systems
five-short-tone systems
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