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Types and Means of Expression of Numerical-Semantic Relations
between Constituents of Complex Numerals in Kam-Tai Languages

ZHU Dekang and YANG Meiqi

[Abstract] It is found that the internal constituents of complex numerals in the Kam-Tai languages
show certain typological characteristics in terms of numerical-semantic relations and their means of
expression: they all use the base-10 system; the numerical-semantic relations of the internal
constituents include three types: multiplication, addition, and both multiplication and addition;
multiple means can be employed for the expression of the semantic relations, mainly including the
three types of sequences, linking symbols, and inflections. It is worth noting that the numeral
systems of Gelao, Dai and other languages have structural and semantic features that are obviously
different from those of other languages of the Kam-Tai language group and even Chinese, and show
significant individual differences in the means of expression.

[Keywords] Kam-Tai languages complex numerals numerical-semantic relations typological

characteristics
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