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Multiple Semantic Roles of the Causee in Causative Category
of the Dulong Language

PENG Ru

[Abstract] In the Kongdang variety of the Dulong language, the causee in the causative category is
characteristic of multiple semantic roles. The causee can assume the semantic roles of patient,
recipient, and agent. The establishment of different semantic roles is the result of the individual or
combined effects of the rules of clause formation, the controllability degree of the causee, and the
presence or absence of the subject. The semantic roles assumed by the causee in the causative
category in Kongdang Dulong not only bear the common features of Tibeto-Burman languages but
also display distinct properties of its own.

[Keywords] Dulong language causative category causee semantic role
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