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A Preliminary Study on the Plosivization of Nasal Finals in Donglan Zhuang
Li Xulian, Lu Miaoyan and Huang Yaqi
[Abstract] This paper systematically analyzes the phonological features and distribution patterns of

nasal plosivization in Donglan Zhuang. It is found that the nasal plosivization in Donglan Zhuang

only occurs in native words and Middle Chinese loanwords previously bearing Tone 1 (reclassified
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as Tone 9) and Tone 2 (reclassified as Tone 10), showing systematic correspondence rules: -m—-p,
-n—-t, -n—-k. The nasal finals -n and -1 in modern Chinese loanwords bearing Tone 1 and Tone 2
do not undergo plosivization. Among the forty-three initials in Donglan Zhuang, twenty of them are
involved in the nasal plosivization phenomenon, accounting for 47% of the total number of initials.
This study reveals the independence of nasal plosivization as a phonological feature, provides a new
case for the study of phonological evolution of the Kam-Tai language family, and supplements the
theoretical dimension of tone-related plosivization in typology.

[Keywords] Donglan Zhuang  plosivization of nasal finals  correspondence patterns
phonological evolution
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