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The Old Bai Script and Ethnic Interaction, Communication and Integration
WEI Ren

[Abstract] The Old Bai Script, historically used for encoding the Bai language, is a character-based
writing system derived from Chinese characters but with unique innovations. In the historical
process of interaction, communication and integration between the Bai and the Han peoples, the
Old Bai Script have been following the footsteps of the Chinese characters in its constant
development and evolution. Its historical course manifests the Bai people’s cultural awareness. The
creation, use and transmission of the Old Bai Script reflect the Bai people’s expression of the
common feeling of the Chinese nation, and provide factual evidence of the cultural interaction,
communication and integration among different ethnic groups.

[Keywords] character-based Old Bai Script Bai ethnic group ethnic minority writing system

interaction, communication and integration
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