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Characteristics and Usage Domains of Modern Chinese Loanwords
in the Korean Language of China

CHI Dong’en

[Abstract] This study examines 3,840 modern Chinese loanwords in the Korean language as
spoken in China (or the Chinese Korean language), aiming to comprehensively investigate their
characteristics and domains of use. The analysis on the phonological and structural features of these
loanwords reveals that modern Chinese loanwords exhibit a concentrated and limited phonemic
distribution, with closed syllables significantly outnumbering open syllables and syllable
combinations constrained by regular patterns. Lexically, words consisting of two to eight syllables
predominate. Structurally, compound words prevail, characterized by a concentrated usage of
morphemes and suffix-based derivation exceeding prefix-based derivation. Domain analysis shows
that these loanwords span thirty-nine distinct fields. These features reflect both the unique features
and practical adaptations of the Korean language during its localization process in China, while also
profoundly illustrating the deep linguistic and cultural impacts of Chinese on Korean vocabulary.
[Keywords] Korean language in China  Chinese loanwords word formation domains

(iBfz3bib: 133002 #F A KFINEEBEBFR)

[A5i4 #bk]

22





