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Mirativity in Wulong Hani
WANG Caoyi

[Abstract] Mirativity in Wulong Hani constitutes an independent grammatical category. In addition
to adverbs, conjunctions and modal particles, grammatical markers with high obligatoriness are
used to encode new unexpected information and the associated attitude of surprise. This
grammatical category consists of three subtypes of mirativity: unexpectedness, exceeded
expectation, and counter-expectation, all of which convey affective stances such as astonishment,
surprise or disbelief. The mirative marker teu® derives from a lexical verb meaning “to reside”,
undergoing the following path of grammaticalization: lexical verb “reside”>existential verb “be
at” > possessive verb ‘“have” > experiential aspect marker “have V-ed” > confirmative marker
“originally”>mirative marker “turns out”. The mirative marker mo*' derives from a dynamic modal
verb, following the grammaticalization path: dynamic modality “volition”>deontic modality “must/
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need to” > prospective aspect “be about to” > epistemic modality “ought to” > mirative marker

“contrary to expectation”. Both pathways result from subjectification mechanism, where speaker

prominence increases.

[Keywords] Hani language mirativity grammatical marker grammaticalization
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