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Geographical Distribution and Word-formation Characteristics of
Words for “Moon” in Blang

CHENE

[Abstract] The word “moon” constitutes a fundamental or core lexical item across human
languages. Based on data from 36 Blang variety spots, we demonstrate the distribution of lexical
forms for “moon” through maps, and analyze the variant forms and morphological characteristics of
these words, employing geolinguistic methodologies. Key findings are as follows: four primary
lexeme series are identified, including khi?> -series, myn”"-series, VarJ5 5Valj55 -series, and the series of
other individual items; in terms of patterns of motivation for word formation, lexical constructions
reflect conceptualization of the lunar shapes, luminosity and chromacity; from the origins of
morphemes, Blang “moon” terms involve native Blang morphemes as well as morphemes borrowed
from Dai and Chinese languages, thus forming words featuring structures such as “native
morpheme + native morpheme”, “native morpheme + native morpheme + native morpheme”,
“borrowed Dai morpheme + borrowed Dai morpheme”, “borrowed Dai morpheme + borrowed
Chinese morpheme”, and “borrowed Chinese morpheme + borrowed Chinese morpheme”; the
word-formation strategies include reduplication, derivation, compounding and creation based on
analogical reasoning.

[Keywords] Blang dialects “moon”  geolinguistics
(B33t 650504 B Z=HREKRFLFR)
[(AXFs #HAnE]
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