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A Geolinguistic Study of Terms for “Rainbow” in Bouyei
JIANG Jinjing

[Abstract] Across the three dialectal regions of the Bouyei language, the terms for “rainbow”
exhibit five major types in lexical forms, which yield a total of 62 distinct forms through
morphological processes such as modification and affixation, as well as phonetic variation. This
study employs geolinguistic methods to map the distribution of these lexical forms across 96 dialect
points, visualizing their spatial patterns. Meanwhile, through static synchronic geographic
comparison of the linguistic maps, we interpret the word-formation strategies and semantic features
of each type, and propose three potential historical sources via comparison with related languages:
retentions from Proto-Kam-Tai, loanwords from Chinese long % “dragon”, and endogenous lexical
innovations within Bouyei. Phonologically, the initial consonants show significantly greater
complexity in their evolution compared to the finals, which remain relatively consistent across
different local varieties.

[Keywords] the Bouyei language “rainbow” geolinguistics historical sources
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