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Distribution and Stratification of Words for “Chili Pepper” in Zhuang Dialects
WEI Jingyun

[Abstract] This article examines the geographical distribution of lexical variants for “chili pepper”
in the Zhuang dialects across the Zuojiang and Youjiang river basins of Guangxi. The variants fall
into five distinct groups: the mamn® and eca:t® series predominate in the Youjiang river basin; the
I-tsiu’ series is concentrated in the Zuojiang river basin; and the phit’ and tuk®-k series are
distributed in the transitional zones between the two basins. The distribution reflects both the
diffusion dynamics of dialectal features and the historical stratification of the lexical variants. These
lexical items include both native terms and loanwords, exhibiting an east-to-west spread. The ma:mn®
series is conservative, showing characteristics of a substratum; the 1-tsi:u® series (including tsuk®-k)
is highly innovative, representing a recent superstratum; and the ea:t® and phit’ series display
intermediate properties.

[Keywords] Zhuang language dialect distribution feature diffusion stratification
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