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On the Absence of Rationale in Zhuang Characters
WEI Liangjie

[Abstract] The rationale of a Zhuang character refers to the interpretability of its sound and
meaning based on its components, while the absence of rationale indicates an opaque relationship
between the components and the overall sound and meaning of a character. Absence of rationale in
Zhuang characters manifests in two main areas: source of borrowed characters and structure of
created characters. Absence of rationale in borrowed characters includes indeterminacy in source of
sounds or constituents borrowed. Absence of rationale in created characters lies in the inability to
establish a clear connection between the components and the overall sounds as well as meanings of
the characters, including accidental homographs, characters with simplified components, characters
containing the component “ [ ” as well as special loan characters/reinvented characters.
Explorations in the absence of rationale can help clarify compositional and structural challenges,
advancing the overall study of the Zhuang characters.

[Keywords] Zhuang characters  absence of rationale  source of borrowing  structure
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