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The Nominal A-li-AB Pattern and Its Origin in Yongshun Chinese of Hunan
TIAN Yang

[Abstract] The A-li-AB reduplicative pattern in the Yongshun variety of Chinese in Hunan
Province has two parts of speech: adjectival and nominal. Concrete nouns representing people or
objects can be incorporated into this pattern. Nominal A-li-AB is mainly used for generic reference,
and its emergence is related to the extension of usage of A-li-AB in Tujia after being borrowed from
Chinese. It results from intense linguistic contact between Tujia and Chinese.

[Keywords] Yongshun dialect of Chinese nominal A-li-AB pattern Tujia language language
contact
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