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The Phonological Relationship between Ge and Wei Rhyme Groups
in Archaic Chinese

ZHENG Wei

[Abstract] It is evident that the Ge #i/Yue H/Yuan Jt rthyme groups are closely related to the Wei
1/ Wu W)/ Wen SC thyme groups in Archaic Chinese, revealed from rhyming patterns, character
alternation, phonetic series, phonetic loans, etc. Through analyzing the corresponding cognate items
between Chinese and Tibetan proposed by the late Professor Gong Hwang-cherng, we confirm the
concrete relationship between Ge and Wei rhyme groups as well as the necessity of their
re-categorization and their main vowels reconstructed as -a/-o/-e and -u/-9, respectively, and their
ending reconstructed as a liquid -r or -1.

[Keywords] final system in Archaic Chinese Ge #K rhyme group Wei f#l rthyme group
Sino-Tibetan cognates re-categorization of rhyme groups
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