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Ulayanbayatur.
The Formation and Evolution of Diphthongs in Mongolian
Haschimeg

[Abstract] Diphthongs in Mongolian are formed under the trigger of word-internal rhythm patterns.
They result from the important phonological processes of feature spreading, feature modification
and association line deletion under the constraints of the phonological rules such as regressive
assimilation, syllable restructuring and segmental fusion as well as the vowel system pattern of
Mongolian. The formation and evolution of diphthongs can be formalized as
V.yi—V,ji—>Vii—»Vi—V. Synchronically, the diphthongs in Mongolian are in free alternation with
monophthongs, and monophthongs can be expected to take a more dominant position.

[Keywords] Mongolian diphthong historical sound change monophthongization
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