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Metaphorical Mapping and Diffusion of Distance-indicating Demonstratives
in the Baiwu Miao Language

HU Chaojun

[Abstract] This article discusses the metaphorical mapping and diffusion of distance-indicating
demonstratives in the Baiwu variety of Hmu, a dialect of the Miao language. From the observer’s
perspective, the demonstratives in Baiwu Hmu can refer to things of five levels: near in distance, far
in distance, farther away in distance, the farthest in distance, and intangibly in one’s memory. Based
on the semantic feature of [+distance] of distance-indicating demonstratives, it is argued that there
is an obvious distance iconicity relationship between distance-indicating demonstratives, personal
pronouns and time nouns, that is, distance-indicating demonstratives are metaphorically mapped
and diffused across domains to personal pronouns and time nouns.

[Keywords] Miao language demonstrative pronoun time noun metaphorical mapping
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