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Characteristics of the Structural Systems of Person and Number Categories of
Verbs in the Dizhengdang Dialect of Dulong

PENG Ru and TANG Xianqing

[Abstract] This article analyzes the characteristics of the structural systems of the person and number
categories of verbs in the Dizhengdang dialect of the Dulong language. Through synchronic micro-
description and comparison with other languages, it is argued that the characteristics of Dulong
include the following: the person and number categories of verbs are both tripartite systems, the
composition rules of grammatical means are complex, the controllers are diverse in types, there exists
pronominalization in grammatical means, the choice of controllers is subject to restrictions of the
animacy hierarchy of personal pronouns, the structural systems generally tend toward simplification,
and the grammatical means are in a process of gradual change. Among these characteristics, the
constraints of the distinction between the general form and the emphatic form on the composition of
grammatical means and the types of controllers are rarely seen in other languages.

[Keywords| Dizhengdang dialect of the Dulong language person and number categories of verbs
structural system characteristics
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