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Internal Differences and External Relevancies: The Similarity Calculation and
Analysis of 592 Doculects of Ethnic Minority Languages in China

Ran Qibin and Wang Shuai

[Abstract] This paper takes 592 minority language doculects in China as the research materials,
and uses the similarity calculation method of ASJP to explore the performance and characteristics of
ethnic minority language groups from the two aspects of internal differences and external
relevancies. Among the language doculects investigated, the languages that are most dissimilar in
China are the Jinhua Bai language in Jianchuan, Yunnan, and the Ouli Miao language in Jinping,
Guizhou. From the perspective of language families, the internal differences among the
Sino-Tibetan languages are the biggest, while those among the Indo-European languages are the
smallest. From the perspective of language branches, the internal differences among the Indonesian
languages are the biggest, while those among the Manchu-Tungusic languages are the smallest. In
terms of external relevancies, from the perspective of language families, various language families
in China are to a great extent far from each other in linguistic distances, among which the farthest
distance pairwise is between the Austroasiatic and the Indo-European languages, and the relatively
closest distance pairwise is between the Austroasiatic and the Austronesian languages. From the
perspective of language branches, the distance between the Manchu-Tungusic and the Indo-Iranian
languages is the farthest, while that between the Mongolic and the Manchu-Tungusic languages is
the closest. When the Sinitic languages are included, the distance between the Sinitic and the Turkic
languages is the farthest, while that between the Sinitic and the mixed languages is the closest.
From a comprehensive perspective, the distances between the Sinitic, the Tibeto-Burman, and the
Miao-Yao language branches are relatively close, while the Tai-Kadai branch is far from all other
three branches in terms of linguistic distance.

[Keywords] ethnic minority languages in China similarity linguistic distance internal

difference external relevancy
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