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SHASEHE B, S SR RS KRNI R E A 7 S HEE 1936 4FH AR
(O ehiR e, DB X R G 2 P AR R R R 2 — 7 TAE & ARG —, BRI
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T, TRRRIRON) (krung sgo’i mitigs) (k4 1934 2358CHEME 3 T, HA (SEREA
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ngos tsho’i phan tshun phyogs bzhi dgra gi dkyil du sdad pa Ita bu, ’di la brten pa’i nga tsho tshang
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FEHE R B BANBCR T, X CREFE S EBEERE R TERE “—K” B

FITRFNL I < [ RO SR A “ 3 A5 B — P45 AR RN, o358 P 5 B RS jie
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AU AR S RE N 2. DA EIXEEIN @ RE I ERIAG 1 “ FR ARG AR (R Rk
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Issues with the Tibetan Translations of Concepts Related to the “Chinese Nation”
as Seen in Publications during the Republic of China Era

LI Xuan and Yexi Kanzhuo

[Abstract] During the Republic of China era (1912-1949), the Chinese central government
published a variety of bilingual (Chinese and Tibetan) and multilingual publications, the purpose of
which was to convey political orders and news to Tibetans and people of other ethnic minorities in
the border regions. These publications typically included highly political propaganda content, which
was translated into Tibetan or other minority languages, and often involved concepts related to the
“Chinese nation” that are closely associated with the modern Chinese identity. These Tibetan
translations can be viewed as a vital step in the shaping of Tibetans’ modern Chinese identity during
the Republic of China era. By studying and analyzing these publications, we found that the Tibetan
translation of the concepts related to the “Chinese nation” had evolved from non-existent to existent
and from insignificant to considerable. Tibetan translations of such concepts had critical social
significance and implications, not only helping Tibetan intellectual elites learn about and understand
these concepts in their native language, but also laying a key foundation for further standardizing
these translations after the People’s Republic of China was founded. However, the standardization
of such Tibetan translations during the Republic of China era was inadequate, leading to mixed and
varied renditions. This, coupled with the limited audience for these publications, hindered the
popularization of the concepts among Tibetans to a certain extent, and was not conducive to the
formation of a modern Chinese identity among Tibetans at that time.

[Keywords] written Tibetan publications translation Minzu the Chinese Nation
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