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A Supplementary Explanation of the Word *&H
in The Secret History of the Mongols

SHI Xiaohong

[Abstract] & T recorded in The Secret History of the Mongols refers to the Tangut, and & Hf
in the same literature also seems to refer to this & J “Tangut”. This paper provides an analysis on
the meaning, form and sound of the word T4 H (qasin) recorded in The Secret History of the
Mongols and sansin recorded in Altan tob¢i (the Golden Chronicle) by Lubsangdanjin, and
proposes that T (qasin) and sansin, a misspelled form of gasin, both correspond to the
sound of Aexi /[P in Ancient Chinese, which have been used in ancient Mongolian to refer to the
geographical location of the Xixia Dynasty and the Tangut people, the major group founding the
Xixia Dynasty.
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