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On the Phonetic Value and Source of the Nasal Initials in the Hongluo She
Language: With a Discussion on the Voiced Stops of the Southern Min Dialect
in Eastern Guangdong

WU Fang

[Abstract] There are two nasal initials m and 1 in the Hongluo She language, whose actual
pronunciations are nasal-stop occlusive sounds m® and n¢. The pronunciations of these nasals are
similar to the voiced stops b and g of the surrounding Southern Min dialect in eastern Guangdong,
which are pronounced with a nasal color. There has been language contact between the She
language and Southern Min, and the voiced stops b and g of the Southern Min dialect in eastern
Guangdong have facilitated the derivation of mb and ng in the Hongluo She language. But with the
influence of Mandarin Chinese and the Hakka dialect strengthening on the She language, the stop
segments in the nasal-stop occlusives m® and n¢ weaken, and in the young people’s spoken She
language they disappear without a trace.

[Keywords] She language Southern Min dialect nasals nasal-stop occlusives language
contact
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