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On the Dialectal Difference Reflected from the Tibetan-Chinese Transcription
in the Ancient Dunhuang Documents Represented by Contemplation of the Chan
Master Bodhidharma in Southern India

NI Boyang

[Abstract] The performance of Tibetan-Chinese transcription in Contemplation of the Chan Master
Bodhidharma in Southern India is unique. A study into the sound changes in this document,
coupled with a comparison with transcription performances in other Dunhuang Tibetan-Chinese
documents, reveals eight innovative phonological features and four conservative features. In light of
these features, it can be concluded that the phonological variations in different documents cannot be
explained away with chronological difference as no chain shift can be generalized, but instead point
to dialectal divergence.

[Keywords| Contemplation of the Chan Master Bodhidharma in Southern India Tibetan-Chinese
transcription Northwestern dialect spoken in Tang and the Five Dynasties dialectal variety
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