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Negators and Their Syntactic Features in Anshun Hmong
Mou Piaopiao

[Abstract] This paper deals with the types as well as the syntactic and pragmatic features of the
negatives in Anshun Hmong. According to their semantic differences, the negatives are divided into
four types, viz. the standard negator, the existential negator, the negator of completed action and the
imperative negator. The syntactic structures of these four types of negatives can be characterized as
“negative + verb/adjective”. Under the influence of Southwestern mandarin, the bipartite negator

33..lei** is produced in Anshun Hmong, which results from grammatical replication. Among the

ma
pragmatic points, the focus scope ranges over what linearly follows the negator, but the negative
focus can either separate from the focus of a negative sentence or converge with it, which indicates
that the negative focus and the focus of negative sentences are two different concepts.

[Keywords] Hmong negators syntactic features negative scope negative focus
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