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Historical Layers of Tones in Chinese Loanwords of Xiaozhang Miao in Hunan
QU Jianhui

[Abstract] There are four historical layers of tones in Chinese loanwords of Xiaozhang Miao
spoken in Hunan Province. The first layer belongs to loanwords from pre-Middle-Chinese, where
there is no obvious rules for the tones. The second layer belongs to loanwords from Middle Chinese,
where tone values and tone categories of the loanwords correspond basically to those of Xiaozhang
Miao. The third layer belongs to loanwords from pre-Modern-Chinese, where there are
correspondences of tone categories and similarity of tone values between the loanwords and the
local Chinese variety. The fourth layer belongs to loanwords from Modern Chinese, where there are
correspondences of tone categories and similarity of tone values between the loanwords and
putonghua (standard Mandarin Chinese).
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