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Nasal and Lateral Initials Matching with the Yin Tone Categories
in Southern Pinghua and Cantonese: A Change Induced by Language Contact

QIN Yuanxiong

[Abstract] This paper addresses the phenomenon in Southern Pinghua, spoken in Southern
Guangxi, and Cantonese where the morphemes with nasal and lateral initials display the yin tone
categories. Studies indicate that in terms of their historical origin in the Chinese language, nasal and
lateral initials in Southern Pinghua and Cantonese generally match with the yang tone categories,
except in a certain dialect or in a few words involving distinctive sound changes that they match
with the yin tones only. However, for many morphemes with nasal and lateral initials displaying the
yin tones, it is hard to trace their sources in ancient Chinese literature. It is plausible to argue that
such phenomenon ought to have arisen under the influence of the Zhuang language in the course of
language contact. In the process of their Chinese acquisition, the Zhuang speakers must have
brought into Chinese some of their native spoken Zhuang words where the nasal and lateral initials
occur with odd-numbered tone categories (corresponding to the yin tones in Chinese) and with them,
have brought into Chinese their habitual phonological practice of matching nasal and lateral initials
with the odd-numbered tones in the meantime. As a result, the phonological pattern in Southern
Pinghua and Cantonese where the nasal and lateral initials only match with the yang tones evolve
into a pattern where such initials go with both the yang and yin tones, and therefore the
phonological structures of Southern Pinghua and Cantonese tend to be identical with that of the
Zhuang language when it comes to this phonological phenomenon.

[Keywords] Southern Pinghua Cantonese nasal initial lateral initial yin tone categories
language contact mother tongue interference
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