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The Origin and Development of the Classifier mo # in Hainan Min Dialect

SHEN Bing and LIN Huayong

[Abstract] The morpheme mo #{ is a distinctive classifier in Hainan Min dialect, appearing in the
numeral-classifier construction and the definite classifier-noun construction. It displays
characteristics different from regular classifiers, such as a restriction on the noun-modifying
numeral collocating with it and two distinct phonetic forms when occurring in the definite mo-noun
construction. The classifier mo?® in the neighboring Lingao language is similar to mo in Hainan
Min dialect both in phonetic forms and functions. This article first presents a diagnostic description
of the morpheme mo, and then on that basis, compares it with the classifier mo?® in Lingao. It
proposes that the classifier mo in Hainan Min dialect results from the linguistic conctact of this
dialect with the Lingao language, followed with subsequent evolution of this classifier in Hainan
Min itself.

[Keywords] Hainan Min dialect Lingao language classifier mo #{  language contact
evolution
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