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On the Forms and Nature of Morpheme Copying in the Akha Variety of Hani

YANG Yun

[Abstract] In this paper, we analyze the forms and nature of morpheme copying in the Akha variety
of the Hani language. Morpheme copying refers to the exact copying of a morpheme to a different
syntactic position, serving a different syntactic function. The patterns of morpheme copying can be
divided into full copying and partial copying. Morpheme copying mainly serves the function of
word category conversion, that is, turning a copied morpheme into a verb or a classifier. Morpheme
copying in nature is a syntactic strategy instead of morphological reduplication.

[Keywords] Akha variety of the Hani language morpheme copying syntactic strategy word
category conversion
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