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The Mongolian Source of the Adverb buli '§"8 and Some Related Issues

CHENG Yaheng

[Abstract] The word buli "#i™ is a scope adverb appearing in the Chinese textbooks of the Joseon
dynasty, which is varyingly rendered in Chinese characters as "fi#H and &P, buli VMR, buli HHEE,
puli #ME and puli & H /E 1 are all renditions of the phonetic borrowing of the Mongolian word &wt
(biiri/bori) “every”. The etymological study shows that the adverb puli i % is the base form from
which the adverb pulipu & B3 is derived. The adverb pulii 43, which emerged in the mid-to-late
Qing dynasty, is close in both sound and meaning to buli M. In fact, it is a sound variant of puli
5 and an alternative transcription of the Mongolian word biiri/béri “every”. pulii 513 and buli M
are actually the same word in variant written forms. As this adverb is frequently written as pulii 3513
rather than alternatively in transmitted Chinese literary texts, buli " *Z is thus seen only in Chinese
textbooks of the Joseon times but not found in Chinese literary texts.
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