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The Interpretation of Place Names Zhufang 'K /i and Dantu 7}

from the Perspective of the Ancient Yue Language
GAO Yifan

[Abstract] This article attempts to interpret the two ancient place names Zhufang K75 and Dantu
FHiE from the perspective of the ancient Yue language. Based on a comparison of the Old Chinese
sounds of the characters in the two place names with sounds of correspondent Kam-Tai words, and
with the facts of Zhenjiang’s historical geography taken into consideration, the author proposes that
Zhufang and Dantu are two ancient Yue place names transcribed in Chinese characters, meaning
respectively “the official in charge of coastal defense” and “the pass for river defense”, being
intrinsically the same with the place name Zhenjiang in Chinese which emerged later in history.
[Keywords] ancient Yue language Kam-Tai languages Zhenjiang Wu-Yue culture
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