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Words Meaning “Slaver” and Their Derivative Meanings

HUANG Shuxian and ZHANG Qian

[Abstract] “Water” is one of the core words in Swadesh’s 100-word list, and “slaver” or “saliva” is
a hyponym of it, both being words of significance in languages. From “slaver” or “saliva” can be
derived new meanings such as “nonsense” and “muddleheadedness”. Based on Chinese and by
means of Sino-Tibetan comparison and lexico-semantic comparison, this paper explores the
lexico-semantic evolution of the conceptual field of “slaver” or “saliva”, which is instrumental to
some extent to the historical comparison of languages and to the unraveling of lexical meanings in
individual languages.

[Keywords] “slaver”  Sino-Tibetan historical comparison  comparative lexico-semantics

semantic type lexico-semantic evolution
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