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The Layers and Adaptation of the Zhi Rhyme Group (Kaikou) in Sino-Korean

QIAN Youyong

[Abstract] This paper investigates the distribution of the /a/, /i/, and /i/ readings for the kaikou J
1 characters of the zhi 1 rhyme group in the 16th century Sino-Korean, arguing that it mainly
reflects the first stage of Late Middle Chinese, though the /i/ reading for some characters with the

Jjing § or zhuang [T initials may be the trace left over from an earlier period. It is proposed that the
internal layers should be distinguished from the external ones in the reconstruction of the adaptation

process, and the /A/ reading for the kaikou characters of the zhi rthyme group in Sino-Korean is a

result of internal sound change, instead of a direct reflection of Chinese.
[Keywords] Sino-Korean Old Chinese Middle Chinese zhi 12 rhyme group layer
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