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An Etymological Study on the Chinese Bird Name “Bage /\#}”
CHEN Hong and ZHAO Wei

[Abstract] This paper employs the textual research method to explore the etymological origin of
the bird name “bage /\ & in Chinese. This species of birds, originally called “quyu 1545 in Chinese,
is referred to as “bage” because of the name taboo of Li Yu Z=)&, the last ruler of the Nan (Southern)
Tang dynasty. However, the name “bage” is unexplainable from inside the Chinese lexical system.
According to the migration history of the Miao nationality, the relevant historical records of the
Southern Tang dynasty and the sound relationship of “bage” in the Chinese and Miao languages, it
can be roughly inferred that “bage” is likely to be a loanword borrowed into Chinese from the
Xiangxi dialect of the Miao language by way of phonetic borrowing.

[Keywords] bage /\Ff(Acridotheres Cristatellus) quyu 1349(Acridotheres Cristatellus) Chinese
language Miao language loanword
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