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A Study on the Origin of $-2] [uri] and Woli &

YANG Xi and SUN Jinqiu

[Abstract] $-2] [uri], the first person plural pronoun in Korean, is fairly similar with woli %,

the first-person plural form in the southern dialects of Chinese. We propose that this similarity

results from the diffusion of the ancient Wuyue dialect of Chinese bearing the influence of the

ancient Central dialect of Chinese, which has been spread to the Korean Peninsula by immigrants

speaking the Wuyue dialect. It can be concluded that 9-2] [uri] in the Korean language and woli in

the southern dialects of modern Chinese share a common source.
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