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Implosives in the Sui Language

LONG Haiyan and PAN Jiyan

[Abstract] The four Sui reflexes of the ancient Kam-Tai implosive *6 are 6, "b, m and v, and the
three reflexes of the ancient Kam-Tai implosive *d are d, "d, and 1. This paper holds that the
following two chain changes have taken place in the Sui languag: *6> "b>m/ v and *d&> "d > 1. The
phonological pattern is an important restricting factor for the changes of implosives.

[Keywords] Sui language implosive synchronic variation diachronic sound change
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