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Grammatical Morphology in Korean, Manchu, and Mongolian:
A Study Based on the 18th-century Korean Ryuhae Literatures

JIN Guangzhu and WU Lihua

[Abstract] Tongmun Ryuhae and Monge Ryuhae are trilingual glossaries compiled by Sayeokwon,
or the Bureau of Interpreters of the Korean Dynasty. As representatives of ryuhae books, Tongmun
Ryuhae and Monge Ryuhae contain a large number of basic vocabulary and corresponding phrases
that can reflect the social characteristics at that time. The two books are of great significance to
understand the grammatical morphology of Korean, Manchu and Mongolian, and to identify the
similarities and differences between the three languages at the 18th century. Focusing on these two
vocabulary books, this paper attempts to analyze the similarities and differences in the grammatical
morphology of Korean, Manchu and Mongolian via detailed comparative studies of nominal and
verbal categories, hoping to shed some light on the genetic relationship of the three languages.
[Keywords] Tongmun Ryuhae Monge Ryuhae Korean Manchu Mongolian morphology
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