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A Study on Phenomena of Sound Change as Reflected from Sanwonjaeo
LI Guanghua

[Abstract] Xiangyuan Tiyu % Ft@iE, or Sanwonjaeo, is a Chinese textbook compiled by the
Sayeokwon, or Bureau of Interpreters, of the Joseon Dynasty in the 17th century. Some mismatched
phenomena between the Chinese and Korean phonological systems can be seen in this textbook,
such as palatalization of Chinese and Korean consonants, loss and conversion of some phonemes,
etc. This study reveals that the occurrence and dropping of the medial have an impact on the
palatalization of the consonants, while the loss and conversion of the phonemes in Korean are
consistent with the diachronic developments of the language. Thus, it can be concluded that the
phenomena of sound change as reflected from this textbook can provide informed basis for the
study of Chinese and Korean in the 17th century.

[Keywords] Xiangyuan Tiyu R PBiiiE or Sanwonjaeo textbook Chinese Korean sound
change
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