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An Analysis on Phonetic Variations in the Transcription of the Pali Short Vowel
/a/ with the Letter Indicating /u/ in the Dai Script

DAI Hongliang and Yiilaguanghan

[Abstract] Most letters of the Dai script have their corresponding counterparts in the Pali script.
The Pali words are usually transcribed with the Dai script according to the correspondences
between letters. Nonetheless, phonetic variations arise in the transcription of some Pali words. This
paper discusses the phenomena where the Dai letter indicating /u/ is used to transcribe the Pali short
vowel /a/, analyzes the conditions and rules of phonetic variations, and employs the summarized
rules of phonetic variations to help restore and identify the original forms of some Pali words and
interpret some intractable words in the ancient documents written in the Dai script.

[Keywords] Dai script Pali language transcription form interpretation phonetic change
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